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In The United States Patent and Trademark Office 



In re Application of: 

Assignee: ConAgra Foods Refrigerated 
Foods Co., Inc. 

Inventors: C. Thorpe, et al 

App.No: 10/719,400 

Filed: November 21, 2003 

Title: MICROWAVEABLE COOKING 

APPARATUS, PRODUCT AND METHOD 
OF PREPARING MICROWAVED FOOD 
ITEM 



Art Unit: not yet assigned 
Examiner: not yet assigned^ 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
UNDER 37 CFR§ 1.8 

Date of Deposit: March 5, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper and all enclosures are being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail 
on the date indicated above in an envelope addressed to Mail 
Stop Missing Parts, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



Type or Print Name of Person 




ure of Person Mailing 



PROSECUTION BY ASSIGNEE AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
UNDER 37 C.F.R.§3.71 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 

CONAGRA FOODS REFRIGERATED FOODS CO,, INC., a corporation, having a 
place of business at 2100 Butterfield Road, Downers Grove, Illinois 60515, the assignee of the 
entire right, title and interest in this patent application, under 37 C.F.R. § 3.71 hereby appoints all 
attorneys associated with: 



Customer Number 23639 



with full powers of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and transact all 
matters in the United States Patent and Trademark Office, and in countries other than the United 
States, and to do all things necessary or appropriate therefore before any competent International 
Authorities in connection with any international patent application(s) corresponding to the above- 
identified application, said appointment to be to the exclusion of the inventors and their attorneys 
in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 3.71. 
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Power of Attorney 
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Correspondence Address 



Please direct all written communications relative to this application to: 



Gary D. Lueck 
Bingham McCutchen llp 
Three Embarcadeto Center, Suite 1800 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 1 -4067 



Please direct all telephone communications to Gary D. Lueck at (213) 680-6800. 

I, the undersigned, declare that I have reviewed copies of the documentary evidence establishing 
chain of title to the patent application identified above from the inventor(s) to the assignee(s), 
which: 

□ is filed for recordation herewith; or 

El was recorded at Reel 014371 . Frame 021 3; or 

□ has been sent for recordation under separate cover, copy attached herewith. 

To the best of the undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee(s) identified 
above* Furthermore, the undersigned is empowered to sign this document on behalf of the 
assignee(s). 



conag: 




iODS REFRIGERATED FOODS CO., INC 




By: 



Dennis C. Gott 
General Counsel and Vice President 
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DECLARATION 
Utility Application 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 
I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a 
patent is sought on the invention entitled MICROWAVEABLE COOKING APPARATUS, PRODUCT AND 
METHOD OF PREPARING MICROWAVED FOOD ITEM, the specification of which 

(Check One) □ is attached hereto OR 

@ was filed on November 21, 2003 as United States Application Serial No. 

10/719,400 or PCT International Application No. and was amended 

on (if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, 
including the claims, as amended by any amendment(s) referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in 
accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119(a)-(d) or § 365(b) of any 
foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCT international application 
which designated at least one country other than the United States of America, listed below and have also 
identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or of any 
PCT international application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 



Prior Foreign 
Application Number(s) 


Country 


Date of Filing 


Priority Claimed 
Yes No 













I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code §11 9(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below. 



Application Number(s) 


Filing Date 







I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States application(s), or § 
365(c) of any PCT international application designating the United States of America, listed below and, 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United 
States or PCT international application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United 
States Code, § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations § 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of 
the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. Parent 
Application Number 


PCT Parent Number 


Parent Filing Date 


Status-Patented, 
Pending or 
Abandoned 
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I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements are made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Title 18, United States Code, § 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



201 


FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 

Charles 


MIDDLE Initial 

Christopher 


LAST Name 

Thorpe 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Park Ridge 


State or Foreign Country 

IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


219WesU<athl^i 


City 

Park Ricjge 


IL 


Zip Code 
60068 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE ^f/^O^^^^ ^C^^ date sft/otf 
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FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 
Christopher 


MIDDLE Initial 
P. 


LAST Name 

Salm 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Wheaton 


State or Foreign Country 

IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


195 West Elm Street 


Cliy 

Wheaton 


IL 


Zip Code 
60187 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE DATE 





FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 
Barbara 


MIDDLE Initial 
K, 


LAST Name 
Schmitt 


203 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Downers Grove 


State or Foreign Country 
IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 




POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


2167 Oxnard Drive 


City 

Downers Grove 


IL 


Zip Code 
60516 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE ^KQSiMdML 
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I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements are made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Title 18, United States Code, § 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 
Charles 


MIDDLE Initial 
Christopher 


LAST Name 
Thorpe 


201 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Park Ridge 


State or Foreign Country 
IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 




POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


219 West Kathleen 


City 

Park Ridge 


IL 


Zip Code 
60068 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE 




DATE 
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FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 
Christopher 


MIDDLE Initial 
P. 


LAST Name 
Salm 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Wheaton 


State or Foreign Country 
IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


195 West Elm Street 


City 

Wheaton 


IL 


Zip Code 
60187 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE ^^t<^L^ flj?L^-^ DATE J-/j2S/hy 
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FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR 


FIRST Name 
Barbara 


MIDDLE Initial 
K. 


LAST Name 

Schmitt 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


City 

Downers Grove 


State or Foreign Country 
IL 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


2167 Oxnard Drive 


City 

Downers Grove 


IL 


Zip Code 
60516 


INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE DATE 
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